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“well-behaved women 
seldom make history” -Laurel Thatcher Ulrich











The enthusiasm of the people in these great meetings, 
the thrilling oratory, and lucid arguments of the 

speakers, all conspired to make these days memorable 
as among the most charming in my life…I had become 

interested in the anti-slavery and temperance 
questions, and was deeply impressed with the appeals 

and arguments. I felt a new inspiration in life and was 
enthused with new ideas of individual rights and the 

basic principles of government, for the anti-slavery 
platform was the best school the American people ever 
had on which to learn republican principles and ethics. 

-Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Eighty Years and More









I poured out, that day, the torrent of my long-accumulating 
discontent, with such vehemence and indignation that I stirred 

myself, as well as the rest of the party, to do and dare 
anything. My discontent, according to Emerson, must have 
been healthy, for it moved us all to prompt action, and we 

decided, then and there, to call a "Woman's Rights 
Convention."

-Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Eighty Years and More





We hold these truths to 
be self-evident; 

that all men and women 
are created equal



Politics & The 
Vote

• He has never permitted her to exercise her 
inalienable right to the elective franchise.

• He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the 
formation of which she had no voice.

• He has withheld from her rights which are given 
to the most ignorant and degraded men - both 
natives and foreigners.

• Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, 
the elective franchise, thereby leaving her 
without representation in the halls of legislation, 
he has oppressed her on all sides.

• He has made her, if married, in the eye of the 
law, civilly dead.



Marriage & 
Property

• He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she 
earns.

• He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can 
commit many crimes, with impunity, provided they be done in 
the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she is 
compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, 
to all intents and purposes, her master - the law giving him power 
to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement.

• He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the 
proper causes of divorce; in case of separation, to whom the 
guardianship of the children shall be given, as to be wholly 
regardless of the happiness of women - the law, in all cases, going 
upon the false supposition of the supremacy of man, and giving 
all power into his hands.

• After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single and 
the owner of property, he has taxed her to support a government 
which recognizes her only when her property can be made 
profitable to it.



Education & 
Work

• He has monopolized nearly all the profitable 
employments, and from those she is 
permitted to follow, she receives but a 
scanty remuneration.

• He closes against her all the avenues to 
wealth and distinction, which he considers 
most honorable to himself. As a teacher of 
theology, medicine, or law, she is not known.

• He has denied her the facilities for obtaining 
a thorough education - all colleges being 
closed against her.



Religion & 
Morality

• He allows her in Church as well as State, but a 
subordinate position, claiming Apostolic authority for her 
exclusion from the ministry, and with some exceptions, 
from any public participation in the affairs of the Church.

• He has created a false public sentiment, by giving to the 
world a different code of morals for men and women, by 
which moral delinquencies which exclude women from 
society, are not only tolerated but deemed of little 
account in man.

• He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, 
claiming it as his right to assign for her a sphere of action, 
when that belongs to her conscience and her God.

• He has endeavored, in every way that he could to destroy 
her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-
respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and 
abject life.













Those who fight the battle can best give what all 
readers like to know—the impelling motives to 

action; the struggle in the face of opposition; the 
vexation under ridicule; and the despair in 

success too long deferred. Moreover, there is an 
interest in history written from a subjective point 

of view, that may compensate the reader in this 
case for any seeming egotism or partiality he may 
discover. As an autobiography is more interesting 

than a sketch by another, so is a history written 
by its actors, as in both cases we get nearer the 

soul of the subject.

-Preface, History of 
Woman Suffrage







Let me tell you what I think of bicycling. I think it 
has done more to emancipate women than 

anything else in the world. I stand and rejoice 
every time I see a woman ride by on a wheel.

-Susan B. Anthony







Reading List

Primary Reading
• Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Eighty Years and 

More; The Woman’s Bible

Secondary Reading
• Rebecca Conrad, “All Men and Women are 

Created Equal:” An Administrative History of 
Women's Rights National Historical Park

• Elizabeth Griffith, In Her Own Right: The Life 
of Elizabeth Cady Stanton

• Christine Stansell, The Feminist Promise: 
1792 to the Present

• Lisa Tetrault, The Myth of Seneca Falls: 
Memory and the Women's Suffrage 
Movement, 1848-1898
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